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‘Paro’
PARO VOICE symbolises

reclamation of dignity of

women trafficked and deceived

into slavery. ‘Paro’ is a

culturally derogatory term

used in the northern region of

India to identify them. At

Empower People, we flip the

term 'Paro’ to symbolize the

resilience of a person who has

survived (par) the fall.

THE YEAR IN PICTURES A Glimpse of 2020

JANUARY
Felicitation of award in Delhi

& Vadodara
FEBRUARY

Commune meeting, Mewat, Haryana

MARCH
Commune meeting, Dhubri, Assam APRIL

Food distribution in community

MAY

JUNE
COVID-19 Engagement with 

Government

COVID-19 Awareness drive

JULY
Flood Relief, Assam AUGUST

Strategy and Planning

SEPTEMBER
Community work resumes after 

COVID-19 lockdown

OCTOBER
Meeting with student groups

& Government officials, Assam

NOVEMBER
Case intervention in Panipat,

Haryana

DECEMBER
Celebrating 15 years of the

Organisation
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Assistant Professor, University of Mumbai

Together to Live, Serve and Build

It aims to present the intricate organizational practices that Empower People undertakes to combat bride trafficking, especially in

the way that it grapples with novel challenges such as COVID-19 lockdowns and the shadow pandemic of domestic violence. PARO

Voice is, at its core, a document of resilient voices, a cultural manifesto of the community and networks that the survivors form,

and through which they empower themselves.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

DR. SAVITHRI SUBRAMANIAN

We have made an attempt to revive this and hope to continue with bi-monthly issues on a regular basis. In this, we look forward to

your active participation and regular feedback. The revival was made possible by the incredibly talented and committed team of

Empower People led by Hridaya Ajgaonkar and with the vital contributions of Sumati and our field staff. 2020 has been a year full of

challenges both because of the spread of the coronavirus and the implications thereof and also, the consequent lockdown. There is

hardly any upside to this life-altering development but there are many downsides-the loss of an incredible number of lives, loss of

jobs, and livelihoods. We also witnessed increasing morbidities as a result of the coronavirus infection and many negative physical

and mental health outcomes because of the restrictions on mobility and loss of income. The worst outcome that directly impacts the

work of Empower People is the appalling rise in violence against women. This was such a widespread phenomenon that soon it

started getting addressed by a special term as the ‘shadow pandemic’. Our work at the ground level requires greater effort and

commitment now than ever before. This has been a challenging and valuable year to Empower People in other respects too. As with

most organizations working at the ground level, financial and human resources are often woefully inadequate. We are extremely

fortunate to have the goodwill of the communities we work with. But as work expands and becomes more challenging there is a

need for more resources. Since 2020, we are working hard to garner such resources from institutions and individuals committed to

the cause of trafficking in particular and women’s empowerment in general. We are also gradually expanding our work to include

more trafficking hotspots, destinations, and/or transit areas. An example of this is our efforts in Panipat and Sonipat of Haryana. We

are also aiming to strengthen our network in source areas such as Assam. We hope to continue sharing stories from our journey

with all of you in the subsequent issues. Best wishes from the team at Empower People.

On behalf of Empower People, I wish all of you a happy and fulfilling new year 2021. We

take great pride in sharing with all of you our newsletter ‘Paro Voice’. This issue of Jan-

Feb 2021 is the first for this year. While we had been publishing our newsletter in earlier

years, due to the extremely challenging work at the ground level and limited human

resources we could not sustain the effort.

HRIDAYA AJGAONKAR

What draws most of us to Empower People is the deep belief in the power of the

survivor that the organization exudes. It permeates every level of contact and draws

from an innate awareness of equality and equity amongst its volunteers. PARO Voice,

in the same vein, believes in amplifying the voice of the marginalized instead of

speaking for or speaking over.



In these unprecedented times, Empower

People has remained focused and

committed to protecting the health and

safety of our staff, grantees, partners, and

visitors, and ensuring continued support

for survivors and communities. We have

worked towards engaging and sensitizing

people from all over the world through

online webinars during the lockdown.

FINANCIAL 
AID

COVID-19 
AWARENESS

WEBINARS

Aid & Engagement In Times Of Covid-19

During the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown, the organisation provided direct financial aid to

vulnerable community members. More than 500 people benefited from this aid.

The recent outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19) led to large scale panic in the masses, especially amidst marginalised communities

whose vulnerability and risk against biological and economic effects of the virus is far greater. To minimize and mitigate the panic and

vulnerability of the people in these areas, Empower People started an awareness program across intervention villages. The awareness

campaign was conducted in consultation with Sub-Divisional Medical Officers (SDMO), BPHC, Block Program Managers (BPM), NHM,

Circle Officers and Field Officers and Disaster Management Cell. The awareness campaign began on 17th March 2020 and the

Empower People team organized a series of awareness meetings and campaigns through home visits across villages of intervention.

Our team has received full cooperation from ASHA, the ASHA supervisors, ANM, Panchayat members, teachers etc. in our initiative.

Particulars Amount (₹) Centres Beneficiaries

Survivor Leaders 25,000 20 230

Migrant Labourers 10,000 14 40

Assistance in Reverse Migration 5,000 10 270
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Voices of Resilience

Ghaushia Khan, Survivor Leader

I was born and brought up in Hyderabad. My family was good until

my father was alive. When my father died, everything changed.

When I first met Shafique, at that time he was “like a small kid”, I

did not expect him to be there for more than 2 minutes, but here we

are after 15 years. For now, I'm serving as a sort of community

organizer, case manager, and professional agitator all rolled into

one. I'm a sort of natural-born leader and women started to

gravitate toward me; I would look out for them and provide them

with basic forms of support like sharing meals and money to the

best of my ability. The source of our enthusiasm is the hard work,

pain, and resilience of survivors. Empower People to me means

Compassion.

Rupa, Survivor Leader

I love nothing but I hate everything. I have no reason to

love something, I work with the organization because I

want some reason to live. Our organization is a reason to

carry on because we work to protect our lives. I came

from Bihar and was sold here four times. Then I decided

to stop being a victim. When I decided to fight back our

organization was there to help me in fighting back. I

organize women and take up community issues as a

social worker. We meet almost everyone in the

community and help them in claiming their rights. As an

Indian, we all have equal rights which can't be denied and

also no one can donate our rights. We are fighting and we

will get everything that we deserve. Our Organization is

doing a lot of work, from working to earn, to rescuing,

educating, and liberating in the true sense. We are using

community resources and developing leaders in every 5

villages. One day we will contest the election and win. I

have only one message to the world: "You forced us into a

pathetic life and now you can't ignore us".

“Empower People to me means 

Compassion.” -Ghaushia Khan
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Sunita, Survivor Leader

I was brought here to Haryana from Bihar in 1999 and survived

everything that women like me are still facing. I am really not

interested in recalling my past; I’m more concerned about the

present and the future. I work as a community training leader

with the PARO/MOLKI Commune, where we try to break the

taboo around trafficked brides. I'm responsible for working

with new members who are not courageous enough to speak

against violence in their lives. Another saathin (comrade) gives

me a fearful girl and I help her bloom into an activist with a

great human spirit. I work behind the stage because of safety

reasons. Shafiq is my teacher; he taught me everything, and

soon he gave me the responsibility to innovate and work

without any restriction. Now I'm a master trainer, teacher of all

the survivor activists you have ever met in EMPOWER PEOPLE.

We teach law, politics, and greater human values. Almost all

survivor activists working with us are either illiterate and yet all

of them have memorised the Indian Penal Code and laws

related to women. They can beat you with their knowledge of

law (particularly law related to women rights) and it helps them

in approaching the police or administration for any kind of

help. I'm happy with my work. Every time we rescue or protect

someone I feel proud that my life is useful and I’m contributing

in building happiness in this hateful world. We have a humanist

duty to claim respect in local society.

Jamila, Survivor Leader

I'm from Andhra Pradesh, I was sold for Rs 12,000 by one of my

known person who was already married here in Haryana. My

husband was mentally ill and this was the only reason I was not

sold again. I had 5 sons and 2 daughters. They all lead a

comparatively good life because I decided to do everything for

them. I was trained to venture out of my home for my own rights

as well as others’ rights. Earlier I had no claim on my own earning

in spite of working. Our organization gives us the training to not

only earn, but the strength to hold ownership of our earning.

Earning is not freedom: every slave actually works to earn but

they can't use the earnings out of their own will. This is precisely

what happens to us. All trafficked brides work a lot, but they are

not allowed to use their own money. Not only trafficked brides,

but all women; and this is what our organization stands for and

fights for. We discuss this issue with women during our group

meetings, and we hear accounts of how men would assault them

when they disobeyed the family. We intervene in such cases.

People often hate us, saying that we create trouble for society and

bring shame to the community. But, they are also afraid of us.

They are not bad people, but they are afraid of equality because

they have limited capacity. We assure and help them in enhancing

their capacity and perception. Paro Molki women are our

significant concern, but we can't ignore local women. We work for

everyone. Once we were victims but now I represent my village

and other women in different government offices. I also want to

mention the contributions of my son, who not only earns for the

family but also gives me cases related to women. He often comes

with some information. We also make different products to sell,

which is actually the main source of income for us.

Voices of Resilience
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BT News from Field

A GIRL FROM KANSABEL, CHATTISGARH

DIES OF SUICIDE AFTER BEING SOLD 

AND TRAFFICKED REPEATEDLY

Mothers’ Club meet in Dhubri, Assam

LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES

13-YEAR-OLD GIRL SOLD OFF BY 

UNCLE AND AUNT 

AFTER BEING SOLD MULTIPLE TIMES, 

BIHAR GIRL RESCUED IN DAUSA, 

RAJASTHAN

A MAN THREW HIS WIFE OFF THE 

ROOF WHEN SHE REFUSED TO DO SEX 

WORK.

MESSAGE FROM ANJULE SHYAM
An activist associated with Empower People, working 

for more than 10 years in the area of eastern UP.

‘I feel obliged to be associated with Empower People where we 
are working for such a long period in such a highly invisible 
and stigmatized space. International recognition of our work 

came when we were awarded the Grinnell Prize which 
symbolized an appreciation for our work. Our next ambition is 
to assimilate our stories and work, into a documentary form, 
for which we are also planning to train the survivors to equip 

them with current technologies. We look forward to expanding 
our reach and connecting with the youth.’
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BT News from Field

JANUARY 2021

A girl from Kansabel, Chattisgarh

dies by suicide after being sold

and trafficked repeatedly
Information received by the organisation on 08/02/2021

A girl from Kansabel, Chattisgarh died by suicide

after being sold and trafficked repeatedly by different

people. She was initially sold by a husband-wife duo,

Ajay Rai and Savita Rai, to Kullu Rekvar for Rs

20000, who then sold her to Harendra Singh

Bundela. After this, she was sold by Bundela to Rajpal

Singh, who further sold her to Deshraj Kushwaha.

Kushwaha sold her to Mitra Kushwaha who again

sold her to Santosh Kushwaha for the final time, for a

sum of about Rs 70000. The girl was married off to

Santosh Kushwaha’s mentally disabled son. Unable to

further bear these atrocities, the girl committed

suicide. It has come to light that these people have

also trafficked 3 other girls from various districts, the

search for whom is currently undertaken by the

police. This case suggests a form of organized human

trafficking. The case was registered upon the request

of the family members and to date, 8 people have

been arrested under the case.

The 13-year-old girl sold by

uncle and aunt to a man

named Panwadi near Chavda

village
Information received by the organisation on 13/01/2021

A 13-year-old girl was sold by her uncle Alok and

aunt Reshma to a man named Panwadi for a

sum of Rs 1 lakh. The incident took place close to

Chawalkhedi Thana, near Chavda village.

However, the girl ran away from Panwadi back

to her uncle and aunt, who sold her off again

through an acquaintance of theirs named Geeta

(who arranged the sale) to a man named

Mukesh for a sum of Rs 1.21 lakh. The girl ran

away from Mukesh to Geeta (who the girl didn’t

know was actually behind the sale).

Unsurprisingly, Geeta returned her to Mukesh.

The girl ran away from Mukesh again, but this

time she went straight to the police station and

registered a complaint, following which, the

police booked the culprits under the POCSO Act,

the Child Abuse Prevention Act and other

relevant sections of the IPC.
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BT News from Field

FEBRUARY 2021

After being sold multiple times,

Bihar Girl rescued in Dausa,

Rajasthan
Information received by the organisation on 12/02/2021

A girl from Bihar was rescued in Dausa, Rajasthan,

with her two children on 14 February 2021. The girl,

who was a minor when she went missing from

Jehanabad, Bihar in June 2018 was finally rescued from

Gangalyabas of Dausa District in Rajasthan. Her family

had registered an abduction case, suspecting some local

people and had alleged that they lure and sell girls from

the area. Police didn’t pay any heed claiming that she

must have eloped with someone but her brother’s

continuous efforts to find her resulted in the rescue.

According to the girl, after being abducted by some

local persons (who she refused to name) she was sold

several times and became the mother of 2 children.

Abducted or lured by a man and a woman, she was

first sold in a village near Delhi, Noida and finally

reached Dausa. The man who purchased the girl had

allegedly paid 5 lakh rupees. The case is under

investigation by SI Ranjan Kumar, Jehanabad Police.

Man throws wife off roof when

she refused to engage in sex

work to support the family

income
Information received by the organisation on 11/02/2021

The man and the woman in question got married

two years ago. The man, who was reportedly an

alcoholic, did not earn well and thus caused severe

financial difficulties in the family. Eventually, he

asked his wife to work as a prostitute in order to

support the family’s income. When the wife

refused to do so, the husband physically assaulted

her and threw her off a roof, due to which she

suffered grave injuries. The neighbours informed

the woman’s family of the occurrence, who then

got her admitted to a hospital and registered a

case against the husband and his parents (the

woman’s in-laws). No arrests, however, have been

made so far in the case.
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Celebrating Women’s Day 2021


