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INTRODUCTION 

EMPOWER PEOPLE is an organization singularly focusing on work with 

victims and potential victims of human trafficking (bride trafficking to be 

precise) and honor crimes against women; in the form of a social 

movement with community based organizations, activist individuals and 

other anti-trafficking groups. 

  

Work had first begun in 1999 with an educational initiative called Career 

Development Corner (CDC) and it took the shape of EMPOWER PEOPLE 

in 2006 after its tryst with the issue of trafficking in 2005. With a singular 

focus on empowerment and rescue of victims of Bride trafficking with an 

active engagement of religious/ethnic leaders, community members 

and other stakeholders, EMPOWER PEOPLE is known for its work to 

protect, support and organize trafficked women and girls, against the 

vicious cycle of trafficking.  

 

The year 2019-2020 has been a year of recognition, achievement and 

redoubled dedication and commitment to the essential cause of anti-

slavery. It has been a milestone year of a journey of 15 years of driving 

equality, participation and innovation to shape a responsible society. 

 

 Cause of Bride Trafficking gets support, when the world recognizes it! 
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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

The organization consists of a core committee 

working at the apex. The core committee is known 

as the National Executive Committee which 

ensures that all activities of the organization as it 

grows through the years, continue to resonate with 

the essential spirit of its original purpose. 

 

At community level, staff is employed by the 

organization and the community-based 

organizations working with the survivors and other 

women, for awareness and prevention of 

trafficking.  

 

The organization also has volunteers who are  

working at the local level to create a ripple effect. 
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GOVERNING BODY AND MEMBERSHIP PROFILE 

The Governing body of EMPOWER PEOPLE consists of 7 active, highly 

experienced and qualified development professionals with 4 male and 

3 female members. 4 governing body members are full-time active 

working executives of the organization. Governing body members are 

having 5– 15 years of experience in the development field. 3 of 7 

members are having experience in working with international 

organizations. The geographical experiences of these members are 

eastern and northern India. Hands-on experience of the GB members 

are from the field of NRM/Watershed management, Gender Equity, 

Community Health and Legal aid services, large NGO program 

management, financial management, networking & capacity building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

A Holistic Anti-Trafficking Approach including Multi-Dimensional Participation from all 

Stakeholders making up the fabric of society 
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EMPOWER PEOPLE MODEL 
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GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE 

EMPOWER PEOPLE is currently working in 22 clusters of ten states and is 

also providing online counseling and other required support to 

domestic violence victims and youth. The Source, Transit and 

Destination areas each demand unique models of intervention which 

have been innovated at the Organization from intense research and 

understanding developed on ground they continue to evolve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TARGET POPULATION 

Vulnerable sections of society including Indigenous Communities, Dalits 

and Minority groups; with a focus on women and children who are 

always at risk of being trafficked for multiple reasons. We have also 

included the young urban population in our programs in recent times 

focusing on their issues too. 
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PROGRAMS 

CHILDREN OF SURVIVORS 

The local society discriminates against the 

children of Trafficking survivors based on 

prejudice against their mothers. We run 

community-based programs to ensure that 

children attend school and receive basic 

support from the society as well as 

Government agencies. 

 
ORGANISATION OF SURVIVORS 

Survivors have the right to speak and demand 

for their rights. Paro/Molki Commune is a mass 

organization for survivors through which they 

work in the local society to help other 

trafficked women and also local women and 

children against injustice and violence. 

 
SELF-SUSTAINABILITY 

Enabling survivors to overcome poverty and 

vulnerability is a great part of ensuring a 

continued sense of security. We equip them 

with entrepreneurial skills and provide business 

training which helps them support themselves 

and their families. 
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SURVIVOR-CENTRIC APPROACH 

 

 

 

PREVENTION 

Focusing on women from extremely poor families who are vulnerable and 

thus prone to become targets of violence and trafficking. 

 

SELF HELP GROUPS: POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND SELF-SUSTAINABILITY  

We ensure to make the survivor self-dependent either by mainstreaming 

them to complete their left-out education (if the survivor is a young girl) or 

helping them to become self-employed. The organization makes sure that 

the survivor avails some kind of vocational training in order to sustain their 

family. The programs include tailoring, sewing, weaving, pisciculture, bee-

rearing, etc. The main focus of the programs is to empower the women so 

that they get equal status in the society and can claim their rights.  
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ENGAGEMENT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS 

Meetings are regularly organized by 

the organization to discuss the present 

status of education and what 

measures can be taken to improve the 

condition. During the meetings, 

different stakeholders from the 

community regularly express their 

perspectives on the present status and 

condition of education in their district. A lot of views come forward which 

help to analyze the situation in order to take further steps in this regard.  

 

LIVELIHOOD SECURITY   

The organization aims to provide livelihood security to the survivor in the 

best way possible. This is done to ensure that the survivor lives with respect 

and becomes self-dependent. This, in turn, empowers the survivor and 

helps them be mainstreamed in society.  

Sustainable livelihood security of marginalized is secured through 

environment-friendly farm and non-farm-based technology 

enhancement by ensuring the empowerment process of the marginalized 

community.  

 

AWARENESS MARCHES 

Rallies are carried out for outreach in Local community on a regular basis 

to encourage and facilitate enrolment of children in Schools so they can 

uplift themselves through education and stay protected against being 

exploited or lured in vulnerability towards malpractices.  
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

Implemented as part of Prevention 

Strategy, for women from extremely poor 

families who are prone to become targets 

of social crimes. 

Today, Survivors also stand as strong 

leaders in the local community where their 

voice matters. They are a source of 

empowerment for other trafficked women 

and local women and children facing 

difficulties. Even men from the community 

today approach survivor leaders for support and resolution in certain legal 

matters reinforcing community solidarity against social evils. 

 

Apart from regular local community-based rallies, marches on a larger 

scale spanning across districts and States are also conducted periodically 

as a preventive measure against the cross-region nature of trafficking. 
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INTERVENTION 

Providing solidarity and support for survivors of social issues such as bride 

trafficking, female foeticide, domestic violence, honor crimes and so on. 

 

 

BRIDE TRAFFICKING  

Our aim is to ensure the security and safety of the trafficked women in the 

destination areas. Regular interactions through workshops, field seminars 

and meetings are organized to make them feel included and accepted 

in the community where they live. A constant vigilance is kept to ensure 

that they are not trafficked again.  

We are spreading awareness among people of the source areas like West 

Bengal, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Bihar through distribution of 

pamphlets and conducting campaigns with video and audio clips. It also 

includes forming committees at the local level to ensure a safe future of 

the vulnerable. The organisation is also working to raise this issue before the 

local administration. 

(Please visit http://cabt.empowerpeople.org.in/ for more information) 
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FEMALE FOETICIDE / FEMALE INFANTICIDE 

We started this program in 2006 in the form of a Padayatra. In India, 

Haryana is a state having the lowest sex ratio. The march extended for 

three hundred kilometers from Jind to Hisar in Haryana and aimed to 

spread awareness about issues like female foeticide and infanticide and 

inform people how it was a punishable offense. Vigilance and alertness 

about such cases locally are maintained by the team on ground. 

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  
(Dowry Harassment, Harassment Due To Infertility/ Failure To Produce Sons) 

The main focus of the organization is to solely work for disadvantaged 

women regardless of caste, class or religion. Women are not given equal 

status in society and are prone to social crimes like domestic violence, 

trafficking or other types of slavery. The organization ensures to support the 

survivor in the best way possible. They are provided with security, shelter, 

counseling, legal support, etc. as per requirement in best interests to 

safeguard the rights of the survivor.  

 

HONOR CRIME 

Honour killing is an outcome of socio-economic, cultural and political 

factors which have got approval from social morality. The remedy to the 

problem is also based on the above four pillars. Under preventive 

programs, our organization is exploring civic sense by underlining the 

Panchayats and Social Pressure Groups. Our goal is to create civic 

sensitivity against the menace. It is a male-dominated society where every 

year thousands of lives are sacrificed irrespective of caste, sub-caste  
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(Gotras), creed, religion, or the social status of the family. People kill their 

own clan or kin for their false “pride” and “honor”. It has become a 

graveyard due to all these killings. In all these cases, the castes which 

consider themselves regional or very faithful are Jat, Tyagi, Rajput, and 

Gujjars. For the past decade, they are going through a phase of Cultural 

duality. Their traditional value system is such that it determines their eating 

habits, sex and marriage rules, etc. The same is the case with Dalits and 

backward caste people. We ensure to create civil sensitivity in the society 

in regard to Honor killing. We aim to develop preventive programs by 

involving local bodies such as panchayats and social groups to create a 

better and sustainable effect.  

 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

 



  
 
 

Page | 14  
 

Annual Report 2019-20 

REHABILITATION 

The organization’s focus is to integrate the 

survivor with the society again. The survivors’ 

wellbeing and their concerns are the focus of 

our work. The organization is not a law 

enforcement agency. Its task isn’t to punish 

the criminals; rather it strongly  feels that law 

enacted falls short of its objective of 

rehabilitating and integrating the survivor 

with the society in a true sense. This clarity in 

the work area helps the organization to keep 

its focus intact and work for those who truly 

deserve it. The in-community rehabilitation 

process is designed from a survivor’s perspective and aims towards an 

assimilation of the survivor in society while keeping her identity intact.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM SURVIVORS TO LEADERS 
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SURVIVOR-CENTRIC INTERVENTION AND REHABILITATION PROCESS 
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NOTABLE FIELD ACTIVITIES OF 2019-2020  

 

CHILDREN 

PROMOTING EDUCATION 

As part of the Aao School Chalen campaign this year, a number of 

activities and events were carried out to encourage, support and help the 

community in getting children enrolled in Schools. Facilities and provisions 

as per government ordinance are also regularly monitored in Schools to 

ensure compliance with an eye on continued progress of the enrolled 

students at School. 

 

ADMISSION DRIVE RALLY 

A rally was conducted on 2nd April, 2019 in a few villages of Nagina block 

with an aim to encourage children to be in school.  
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Regular admission drives are carried out in the district and a close eye is 

also kept on fulfilment of mid-day meals and other facilities provided by 

the government. Teachers and other stake holders along with SMCs also 

joined the rally. 

 
 

MOTHER’S CLUB 

On 25th May, 2019 an interactive session was conducted with the 

Mother's club, Teachers and students in Sultanpur village of Nagina.  
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Education for children particularly girls can only be achieved with 

engagement of all stakeholders. With a strong belief that Education will 

bring change everywhere, activities are carried to regularly engage 

everyone so that children, particularly girls, are facilitated to be in school.  

 
 

LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS’ MEETING 

A Meeting dated 8th July 2019 was 

held with local stakeholders to 

discuss steps for betterment of 

education in Mewat and get an 

understanding of the community’s 

needs and challenges. Some 

critical points and experiences 

were discussed for bettering school 

infrastructure and incentivizing education for children and parents to 

boost greater involvement in bettering educational facilities and services.  
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‘UNITED MOTHERS’ AGAINST CHILD MARRIAGE 

Recognising the need to 

address the issue of Child 

Marriage which often ended 

the girl’s educational path, a 

awareness drives and 

discussions were held with the 

local community every 

month after the Winter break 

to consistently encourage 

Mothers to Unite for a better future for their daughters and sons as well. 

Child marriage is associated with lower levels of schooling for girls in every 

region of the world and is a barrier to international development goals. A 

lost opportunity for education is not only harmful for girls but has wide-

reaching repercussions for their children and communities. Educating girls 

creates many positive outcomes for economic development and poverty 

reduction by improving a girl’s income-earning potential  

and socio-economic status.  

 

BETI PADHAO BETI BACHAO ABHIYAAN 

In gearing up for ensuring greater enrolment of girls in Mewat, especially 

for the upcoming academic year, a meeting with Sarpanch and 

Teachers was conducted on 20th March, 2020 by survivor leaders. 
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The discussion revealed invaluable inputs from the teachers and 

community-based solutions from the local leaders for ensuring sustained 

interest and consistent incentives for going to School. Challenges of the 

people were also put forth and a commitment was made to ensure least 

resistance to admissions in School for the new academic year. 

 

SAFETY & CARE FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN 
 
Children found in vulnerable situation 

are regularly connected to the 

services available for their care and 

safety. For example, an instance of two 

Children begging in the streets of Nuh 

involved connecting with Childline which further led to them being sent to 

the Child Care Institute to ensure continued protection, care and 

reintegration into society. 
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IMMUNISATION DRIVE 

 

The Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 

2.0 was launched across India on 

December 2, 2019. The mission aims to 

immunize children under 2 years of age 

and pregnant women against eight 

vaccine-preventable diseases. 

 

We are assisting government in 

implementation of the project in Chapar 

of Dhubri Assam. On January 2nd, 2020,  

Wahid Hussain and team joined task force 

meeting.  
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SURVIVORS 

 

INDUCTION OF PARO WOMEN IN MEDIA & JOURNALISM 

  
Continuing the innovative program which was initiated by the 

organization to empower the survivor leaders and build their confidence; 

Two survivor leaders were felicitated for their dedication and passion for 

their duty on 7th April, 2019 during the lunch after the executive meeting.  

They were guided with usage and necessary training for facilitating their 

day to day engagement with the community. 

 

In this program, survivor leaders tell 

different stories from the village by 

video recording them. The video stories 

are from the villages where they live 

and serve as community leaders. The 

survivors encourage other survivors to 

share their stories and experiences in 

order to save them for the future.  
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It is also planned to extend the stories 

to other performances like folk songs 

and other talents of the people in the 

area. The survivor handles the camera 

and prepares the scripts and also 

motivates people to share their stories. 

This develops leadership skills and the 

survivors feel responsible and 

accountable.    

 

WOMEN MANIFESTO 
 

A Community Outreach program was conducted on 15th April, 2019 to 

ask them what they would like to become in the next 5 years.  

 

 

A Women Manifesto development 

activity was carried out over a 

series of days with a focus not on 

asking political parties to do what 

people want, but to ensure that our 

community members would work 
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to ensure access to Justice, Peace 

and Development and the schemes 

meant to build their dream.  

People would ensure that 

community shall consistently work on 

their manifesto for all these five years. 

Legislators and representatives 

would be asked then to join us in 

building our Community and thus the 

Nation and in empowering women, 

particularly trafficked brides in the 

region.  

 

BRIDGING THE GAP- COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT 

 
Our community workers are bridging the gaps between the community 

and the Government.  
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These activities are regularly 

carried out through the year 

where survivor leaders reach 

out to government offices with 

complaints and approach the 

community to get benefited 

from the Government.  

 
 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Regular meetings with the community 

are carried out on a monthly basis in 

order to keep people abreast of 

opportunities and also to hear their 

grievances and troubles if any. 
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All meetings are carried out with a particular focus on the voice of women 

so their rights and thoughts can also find a place in decision making 

platforms and they can make a difference by playing leadership roles in 

the community and the nation. 

 

JUSTICE SERVED 

Bano, a trafficking survivor finally got back the land that was rightfully hers. 

She was trafficked at the age of 15 from Katihar to Haryana. Now 35 and 

a mother of 6 children, Bano had got a small piece of land from her 

'Husband' family which was later encroached upon by some villagers. 

 

Bano reported this incident to our Helpline and we decided to make an 

intervention. Our team started laisoning with community influencers and 

panchayat leaders. On 27th of June, a community meeting was held and 

the land was handed over to Bano and her family.  
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A 5 member local committee has been constituted for the protection of 

her ownership over the land and Paro commune will be following the 

case. Bano is one of those lucky trafficked brides who has successfully 

claimed her right over her husband's property but ironically, she has no 

means to earn her livelihood except for working as a daily wager. 

 

GENDER SOLIDARITY WORKSHOP 

A collective meeting 

with the men and 

women of the 

community was held 

for ensuring the voice 

of women was heard 

by men and they 

would pledge to stand in solidarity for their rights and dignity. 
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Gender Solidarity drives like 

these for promoting a spirit of 

Gender Equality in the 

community are regularly 

carried out in intervention 

areas. 

 

WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 

On 30th July, 2019, 

World Day against 

Trafficking in Persons, 

AHTU Siliguri, West 

Bengal, India 

reached out to 

common public to 

mark the occasion 

and reaffirm the commitment to stop criminals from ruthlessly exploiting 

people for profit and to help victims rebuild their lives. 

 

SELF 4 SOCIETY 

Organization staff and activists helped government officials at local level 

in fighting the Corona Virus pandemic and community sensitization and 

awareness and ensuring following of Lockdown protocols at community 

level starting in the month of March, 2020. 
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FACILITATORS’ TRAINING 

On June 1st, 2020 the 

Empower People team was 

part of a training of facilitators 

in Delhi which involved 

learning about the sociocratic 

election process of the 

children's parliament. The 

participants then convened 

mock sessions and got first hand experience of facilitating a children's 

parliament. 

 

YOUTH EXCHANGE FOR THE CAUSE 

Multiple interactions and 

activities are carried out at the 

Empower People office with city 

youngsters and facilitators from 

field for cultivating an exchange 

to bridge a deeper 

understanding both the ways. 

Knowing and addressing each 

others’ challenges and concerns 

facilitates everyone to go hand in 

hand in working together to shape 

a better society.  
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OFF-FIELD AWARENESS, TALKS AND INTERACTION 

 
ANTI-TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 

On August 21st, 2019, Empower 

People Founder Shafiqur 

Rahman Khan was invited to 

address the students and 

teachers of Girls Government 

College, Gurugram.  

He spoke about the issue of 

trafficking, the anti-

trafficking efforts being 

carried out at Empower 

People and why each trafficking survivor deserves to be considered more 

revolutionary than any Anti-Trafficking activist. 
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TALK- UNSAFE MIGRATION AND TRAFFICKING 

 
On August 22nd 2019, Empower 

People Founder Shafiqur Rahman 

Khan addressed the LLM students 

of the Law college of Ansal 

University, Gurugram. The talk 

involved an insightful discussion about 

the response mechanism of trafficking 

and unsafe migration. Non-technical 

issues and the role of society were a key 

focus of the talk. 

 
TALK- SURVIVOR-CENTRIC TACKLING OF CASES 

On August 23rd, 2019, Shafiqur 

Rahman Khan was invited to 

interact with Law students of 

BML Munjal University, 

Gurugram which involved a 

discussion on the line of 

trafficking and how cases 

should be tackled in a manner 

which avoids any kind of stigma against victims. 
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AWARD & TALK- GRINNEL PRIZE, IOWA, USA 

On October 1st, 2019, our 

founder Mr. Shafiqur 

Rahman Khan was 

felicitated with the Grinnell 

Prize Award. He attended a 

series of lectures and 

discussions with the college 

faculty and students and his 

ideas and approach were very well received by the community there. This 

served as a great boost for the cause and adds much momentum to the 

work of the organization. 

 

INTERACTION- US BASED GROUP OF INDIANS 

An interaction was held 

with a group of Indians 

living in Philadelphia, 

organised by Durga and 

Shriniwas Dingari ji.  

 

Empower People’s work 

about the cause of Bride 

trafficking was discussed alongwith the plight of South-asian women 

married to NRIs. Setting up of an advocacy group in United States which 

would support our work in India and also support immigrants in USA, was 

discussed and deliberated upon. 
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AWARD & TALK- SHIVAJI COLLEGE, DELHI 

 

 
 

On January 10th, 2020, our Founder 

Shafiqur Rahman Khan was honoured 

with the Jijabai Award by Honourable 

Governor of Uttarakhand Smt. Baby 

Rani Maurya at Shivaji College Delhi 

University.  

 

He gave a thoroughly inspiring talk at the event and his words were greatly 

appreciated by all present and were referred to by all other speakers 

through the event. Seeing the spirit of anti-trafficking efforts being 

recognized and celebrated in different spheres of society boosts the 

confidence of the team and efforts with redoubled energy. 
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AWARD & TALK- M.S. UNIVERSITY, BARODA 

Shafiq was invited to speak about Empower 

People's work at the National Youth 

Conference 2020 Vadodara Gujarat 

organized by Institute of Leadership and 

Governance, The M.S University of Baroda.  

He was felicitated with the 

Yugaantar Award for his 

committed work for the cause 

against bride trafficking and being 

a role model for the youth for 

driving social change. 

 
TALK- GENDER AND TRAFFICKING 
Founder of Empower 

People, Shafiqur Rahman 

Khan was invited to interact 

with students and faculty of 

Department of English in 

University of Mumbai on 16th 

January, 2020. 

Gender and trafficking in 

context of Literature and 

Language was the center of 

discussion. The talk was 

followed by a Q-A session with 

the students and faculty. 
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DIGITAL CAMPAIGNS 
 
 

EMPOWER PEOPLE WEBINARS 
 
ENGAGING CITY DWELLERS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 
 
An innovative idea of involving city dwellers from across different 

backgrounds, professions and ages was brought to fruition through 

conducting a series of Webinars where a diverse kind of sharing and 

exchange of ideas was facilitated thus leading to a collective deeper 

thinking and understanding of perspectives and issues concerning our 

social fabric.   

 
DATE SPEAKER TOPIC 

3rd November, 2019 Manika Gupta 
(Delhi) 

Critical Thinking and 
Mathematical Problem Solving 

 
8th November, 2019 Roohi Sahay Chandrabhan 

(Bangalore) 
How Films can bring Social 

Change 

15th November, 2019 Chrysolite Sanamanda 
(Hyderabad) 

Challenges of working as an 
anti human trafficking activist 

22nd November, 2019 Adarsh Trivedi 
(Delhi) 

The Dichotomy of Reference 
Value Systems: A Challenge in 

Change Intervention 
29th November, 2019 Jainam Shah 

(Noida) 
Be Yourself. No matter what 

people say 

7th December, 2019 Khushboo Anand 
(Hyderabad) 

Women concerns in between 
Career and Marriage 

 
All talks are recorded and can be accessed for viewing on the Empower 

People Facebook page. 
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ALPHABET CAMPAIGN 2020 
 
A creative campaign was carried out in March, 2020 from 1st to 26th with 

a focus on stories of survivors corresponding to each letter of the English 

Alphabet with proxy names of survivors who defied all odds to come out 

winning despite the gruesome violations of their dignity, freedom and 

well-being. 

 
The aim of this campaign was to spread awareness of the different ways 

in which Bride Trafficking operated so people may be more vigilant and 

are also inspired to do your bit for ensuring an end of this widely 

spreading issue while also being sensitive towards victims and survivors, 

focus on their surviving spirit and not victimize them further. 

The Campaign can be seen in detail on the Facebook timeline of 

Empower People. 



  
 
 

Page | 37  
 

Annual Report 2019-20 

FUNDRAISING AND SUPPORT 
 
THEOLOGY AND SLAVERY 
 
RAMADAN CAMPAIGN 
FREE A TRAFFICKING VICTIM THIS RAMADAN 

 

 
 
We created the Ramzan donation campaign in May, 2019 for people to 

come forward and join hands in helping survivors in tracking/locating 

and empowering trafficking/slavery victims. 

 
Righteousness Righteous are those who believe in God, the Last Day, the angels, the scriptures, 

and the prophets; and they give the money, cheerfully, to the relatives, the orphans, the needy, 

the traveller, the beggars, and to free slaves ... [𝑆𝑢𝑟𝑎ℎ 𝑎𝑙 𝑏𝑎𝑞𝑎𝑟𝑎ℎ 2: 177] 

 

Rs 14418 was raised from 6 different people. Only one preferred giving his 

details rest remained Anonymous. Amount came from Milaap and 

button on website.  

Special thanks to Nadia Kanwal for running a parallel campaign and 

raising an additional amount of Rs. 79867 for supporting the trafficking 

survivors. 
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NAVRATRI PLEDGE 
PLEDGE TO HELP IN ABOLITION OF SLAVERY  
 
EMPOWER PEOPLE organizes workshop for different faith inspired people 

to learn about stories from mythology as well as religious theology about 

slavery and trafficking. This was one such Awareness activity to build 

solidarity against slavery amongst the people through faith inspired texts 

and references. 

Hindu theology not only condemns trafficking and slavery but it actually 

suggests strong measures against trafficking, stealing and cheating with 

women and it has strong views about slavery. No one deserves to be a 

slave of anyone. Hindu theology has a systematic response and fixed 

responsibility for state to not only liberate men and women in slavery but 

also urge followers to help the victims. Here are a few Hindu religious 

quote describing Trafficking and Slavery:   

  

Nārada (Theft, 28).—‘he who steals a man shall have to pay the highest 

fine; he who steals a woman shall be deprived of his entire wealth; and 

he who steals a maiden shall suffer corporal punishment.’ 

Do. (22.18; Vivādaratnākara, p. 317)--‘Those who steal human beings 

should be burnt by the slow fire of chaff.’ 

Vyāsa (Do.).—‘The stealer of women shall be burnt on an iron bed by the 

slow fire of chaff; the stealer of man should have his hands and feet cut 

off and then exposed on the road-crossing. He who steals a man should 

he fined the highest amercement; he who steals a woman should have 

his entire property confiscated; and he who steals a maiden shall he put 

to death.’ 
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CAMPAIGN FOR SURVIVORS OF PANIPAT 
 

Phoolwati (name changed) lived on 

the outskirts of a village in Panipat 

district of Haryana. She had a 

blurred memory of the place she 

belonged to. She used to compare 

her past life with the present when 

her survival was dependent 

upon sidha (a kind of religious 

donation). She was sold off as Molki (one who is purchased) at an age 

around 13, in a house of traditional singers. She always despised her life in 

that house. Her husband didn’t work while the whole family was involved 

in daily wage work. She was forced to work as a dancer and later she was 

sent to the fields to work as an agricultural laborer. She was living in misery 

and abject poverty with almost no social and material security. Her 

husband abandoned her 10 years later. Like Phoolwati, hundreds of girls 

are trafficked as purchased brides every year in the region. 

The Mewat model of community-intervention worked out to be a success 

in diminishing cases in the community and promoting solidarity with 

survivors. In order to implement the model in Panipat, Haryana; the 

campaign was created to garner support for the same. 

The plan is to extend active support to at least 250 such trafficked brides 

in Panipat district of Haryana. The nature of this support will include social 

and material assistance and rehabilitation. It will help to strengthen our 

fight against the social crime of bride trafficking and in restoring dignity 

and respect for survivors in society. 

 



  
 
 

Page | 40  
 

Annual Report 2019-20 

BOOSTING FIELD WORK 
MOBILITY ENHANCEMENT ON GROUND 
 

We would like to extend our heartiest gratitude to Mr. 

Pannalal for donating his well-maintained and handy 

bike- Bajaj Discover 150 cc 2011 model- for boosting our 

field work. This bike will help us in reaching vulnerable 

women on time. 

 

TECHNOLOGICAL UPGRADE 

We would like to thank Chintu Gudiya Foundation for accepting our 

proposal in securing their help in helping us digitise our report and tracking 

mechanism. We intended to develop an app that could be easily used 

by survivors and our field team. We had to take the tough call of 

withdrawing from the process because of irreconciliable concerns 

regarding privacy of data.  

 

For the time-being we are developing in-house techniques for enabling 

smoother functioning and further streamlining communication and 

processes for our team so we can scale our success model further and go 

on to evolve to the next stage of growth for the organisation.  

 

We are open to work with individuals who would like to help us develop 

an app to create a simple interface which can be easily utilized by survivor 

leaders who are usually illiterate having been trafficked at an early age 

but they are always eager to learn and adopt new tools and processes. 
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NEWS 

 

Great effort by the People of Mewat- Least cases of violence against 

women in Mewat district of Haryana in the last 3 years! 
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AUDIT REPORT 
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ORGANIZATION’S DETAILS  

Name of the Organization: EMPOWER PEOPLE  

Working Office: L 397, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi, Delhi 110076, India. 

Legal Status:   

57377/06 Registered under SRA 1860 with the registrar of societies 

Government of NCT of Delhi, have an 80G Registration DEL – EE23691-

08022012 5454 and 12A NQ.DIT (E) 2011-12/Del ER21901 – 08022012 

Phone: 011 40671714 

Mobile: 9990452079 

Email: mail@empowerpeople.org.in  

Website: www.empowerpeople.org.in  



 

 

 

www.empowerpeople.org.in 


